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PREVALENCE RATE

OF THE HEPATITIS B " SURFACE" ANTIGEN(HBS AG)
IN DISTRICT OF LATAKIA -

This study was made in Al - Assad University Hospital on 600 persons
among Latakia citizens . The sample s were random and included males and females

of different ages and classes and of various professions .

We sought for the presence of the Hepatitis B "Surface " Antigen(HBs Ag)
by. Hemagglutination Passive Inverse (H.P.I.) , Antigen (HBs Ag ) by Hemagglutina-
tton passiv Inverse (H.P.I) ,and then the positive samples were taken to seek
for the presence of the Surface Antigen by Enzyme Linked Immunosorbant Assay

(ELISA ) .

We proved the presence of 34 positive Surface Antigen cases by Hemagglu -~
tination passive Inverse (H.P. I. ) thus the percentage of the carriers of the
Surface Antigen is 5.666 7 . And when seeking for the Surface Antigen in the
previous positive cases by Enzyme Linked Immunosorbant Assay (ELISA ) we found
18 positive cases which indicates that the Enzyme Linked Immunosorbant Assay -
(ELISA ) is more specific and more accurate when seeking for Hepatitis B"Surface"
Antigen (HBs Ag) .This method being very expensive it is not recommanded for use
in laboratories but to make sure of the positive cases by Hemagglutination passive

Inverse (H.P.I.) .

The presence of such percentage of 5.666 7 of carriers of Hepatitis B
" Surface " Antigen (HBs Ag) indicates the increase in the rate of settling of
this infection in the District . Moreover , the presence of this percentage makes
the workers in the field of health care highly exposed to be infected by the
Hepatitis B .

It was also found that a percentage of 9.677 7 of the carriers of the -
Hepatitis B "Surface " Antigen (HBs Ag) wer under the age of 10 years which

indicates that the infection of Hepatitis occurs in the early stage of life .

On the basis of the above, we suggest applying the vaccine of Hepatitis B
in the Extended Immunization program .
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