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Fig. 2.17. Plant Layout and Vessel Shapes. (From Ref. 29)

the Societe d’Etude et d’Equipments d’Enterprises (SEEE) of France. Based
on their preliminary Study, which showed that spherical vessels provide the
lowest cost per cubic meter of internal space, they chose they chose the
spherical configuration for their reference design. However. after conducting
an optimization study that dealt with the overall cost of the reactor,
they discovered that a layout using a cylindrical vessel was slightly
cheaper than any alternate layouts with a spherical vessel. This resulted
from the better usc of internal space of a cylinder than that of a sphere
Moreover cylindrical vessels had already been used in EDF 3., EDF ¢

and Oldbury. Therefore there is more experience in design and

vy



