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Abstract

The eighteenth century, known for its emphasis on logical thinking and criticism,
witnessed the emergence of Enlightenment ideas that built upon centuries of thought.
Philosophers of this era, inheriting insights from figures like Galileo and Leibniz, diverged
from Descartes by asserting, like Locke, that knowledge arises from experience rather than
being innate. Their quest for knowledge involved challenging established beliefs,
embracing all fields of inquiry, and celebrating science as a means to liberate humanity
from superstition. Reason was championed as essential, advocating that thought should be
free from authority and dogma, particularly those rooted in Christian interpretations of the
universe. The Enlightenment's motto urged individuals to "have the courage to use your
own understanding,” emphasizing personal autonomy as crucial for achieving freedom.
This intellectual movement, which originated in England and spread across Europe with
sometimes conflicting ideas, played a vital role in shaping civilizations. This article
explores the essence of the Age of Enlightenment and its rationalist approach, highlighting
the importance of reason and the fundamental principle of freedom that it championed.
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