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o ABSTRACT o

This research presents the vision of Francois Merras for a utopia based on equality and
justice, where freedom is achieved for all members of society. The study emphasizes the
importance of utopian thinking in shaping future visions of communities and highlights
Merras's role in offering an intellectual model that calls for progress and civilization.
Although his stance on the separation of religion and the state is not entirely clear, he
rejects the exploitation of religion for personal gains. He underscores the importance of
science and rationality in building his ideal society, opposing backwardness and ignorance.
The aim of the research is to shed light on the social and philosophical aspects of Merras's
thought, including the pillars of civilization as key objectives for establishing equality,
justice, and freedom. This is reflected in his conception of an ideal, virtuous city, which
shares some features with Thomas More’s vision. The research also examines the
practicality and feasibility of his ideas, with the analysis revealing a lack of clear
mechanisms for implementing his vision in real life, rendering it more utopian and
idealistic. The study adopts an analytical methodology to explore Merras’s ideas and texts,
as well as to compare them within the intellectual context of his era. This approach allows
for a deeper understanding of his propositions, arguments, and their place within the Arab
Renaissance intellectual movement. Despite the practical challenges to realizing his ideal
society, his thought remains influential and inspiring in discussions related to civilizational
progress and modernization.
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