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O ABSTRACT 0O

This research addresses the role of party divisions in Syria’s political life, takes from the
experience of the Syrian Communist Party as a primary case study, due to the party’s
unique history of being subject to political divisions, that lead to the advent of new
political parties, that played influential role in the political scene in Syria, and became later
one of the cornerstones of Syria’s diversity both regarding its political scene and its party
composition.

This research examines the motivations of these defections and divisions among members
of the Communist Party. It is worth noting among the leading motivations was practices,
such as taking advantage of the party for personal gains by some members and groups
inside its ranks, aiming to get more personal advantages and achievements. The research
also tackles the ideological, intellectual and political orientation of the new parties that
came into existence as a result of these defections.

The research’s findings show the fundamental role of party divisions in political life in the
Syrian Arab Republic, and further elaborate on the extent to which the newly founded
parties were different from the parties they defected from. The research also examines the
role of these divisions and defections in reinforcing party and political diversity in the
country. It is worth noting that these new parties varied in their political orientation by
either joining the government coalition or joining the Syrian opposition during different
times.
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