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O ABSTRACT 0O

This study seeks to analyze the symbolic content of Damascus as a city, applying the
descriptive, analytical and semiotic methodology in order to decode its signifiers
phenomenologically, transcending the apparent towards the thing in itself.

The importance of the study lies in the desire to reach a different semiotic discourse, with
clear terms and symbolic structure, along with the accumulated signs steeped in social
origins, contrary to previous studies which saw in the city as only a realm of stones and
humans, let alone buildings .The study also relied on analysis, contrary to previous
interpretations, which focused on quantity rather than quality

This study has concluded that the more spacious the pavement is the stronger the sense of
citizenship will be, and vice versa. The pavement is a public sphere which hosts the citizen.
However, the designer of the city and the violations of laws have established the power of
the useful and discarded the aesthetics of the public sphere.

Accordingly, the car is given more prominence in the public sphere than the humans. As
for the advertisement and its several images, the advertiser seeks to construct a special
building rich with expressive traits in order to convey a specific message capable of
leaving an impact in terms of consumption and achieving quick and easy profits.
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