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0 ABSTRACT [

Linguistic forms of live languages have the flexibility that enables them to
convey the meaning easily, effortlessly and smoothly with the least possible muscular
effort.

The “smoothness” or “lightness” factor lies behind many linguistic phenomena
and linguistic change in Arabic, such as the vocalic inflection phenomenon (or
assimilation phenomenon) (i.e. to pronounce the fathah like an English a).

The vocalic inflection (inflection of a fathah to a kasrah) is an environmental
phonological phenomenon which the speaker resorts to seeking lightness or
smoothness, thus minimizing muscular effort. The most famous kind of imalah is the
assimilation (imalah) of fathah to a kasrah, or the inflection of the alif to the ya’.

Ancient Arabic linguistics studied vocalic inflection considering it as an
assimilation of sounds (vowels) in order to achieve concord between them. It founded
the bases and rules of this phenomenon related to phonological structure of the word,
showing its kinds, reasons, and the factors that affect it. It also realized the connection
of the concord between sounds with the places of their articulation, because bringing
sounds nearer and harmony among them lead to easiness and quickness of articulation
of sounds.

Modern linguistics considers vocalic inflection (imalah) an assimilation
phenomenon which is the effect of one sound on another, so that the affected sound is
uttered close and similar to the affecting sound. The influence on the phonological
structure may take place in the presence of a group of sounds separating the affecting
and affected sounds, such as the vocalic inflection (imalah) of the alif under the
influence of the kasrah of a’yn in i’ndaha.

*Professor, Department Of Arabic, Faculty Of Arts And Humanity Sciences, Tishreen University,
Lattakia — Syria.

**Ph.,D Student, Department Of Arabic, Faculty Of Arts And Humanity Sciences, Tishreen
University, Lattakia — Syria.
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