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O ABSTRACT 0O

This research is based on an analytical semantic approach dealing with an important
topic that has ubiquitously appeared on the pages of all 6 vols. of Mawlana Jalaluddin al-
Rumi’s Mathnawi; a topic that was dealt with by many creative authors before him. If the
goal of this research is to explore the details of animal stories in, the issue becomes clearer
through a re-reading of this literary document based on findings of modern linguistics and
its theories, such as the theory of context, and others. This requires having a look at al-
Rumi’s life in all circumstances, and the various events that went on, with the aim of
understanding his intellectual tendencies which hold a lot of the imagery and the beliefs in
his diary, in addition to his expressive style. Since the research cannot accommodate all
animal stories found in Mathnawi, the topic is limited to the story of (the lion and the
beasts) which satisfies the intended goal of this research.

Key Words: Jalaluddin al-Rumi, Mathnawi, Context, Semantic, Antonymic,
Inconsistency, Order.
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