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O ABSTRACT 0O

The current study aimed at revealing the relationship between family social support
and depression of the elderly at infirmaries in Lattakia in the light of some variables. The
study was conducted on a sample of 50 individuals: 30 males and 20 females and used the
family social support scale and the PIk list of depression. The study came up with a
number of results. There is a positive correlation relationship between the level of family
social support and depression for the individuals of the sample. There are marked
differences statistically between males and females according to the level of family social
support and depression. As for the variable of the number of children, there was essential
difference on the level of family social support and depression for the individuals in the
sample. The study suggested:

1. activating the role of civil associations in providing the social support for the
elderly at infirmaries.

2. resorting to compensatory ways to keep an acceptable level of communication
between the elderly and their families though telephone, or using cyber communication,
which party compensate for the shortfall of the absence of direct communication with the
family.

Keywords: Family social support, Depression, Elder.
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