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O ABSTRACT 0O

Like many other countries in the developing world, Syria has witnessed several
political, economical, and social changes which have affected the status of women. These
changes led to the emergence of new patterns of social relations related to women, and
women's lives have remarkably improved in all fields. Since 1970, women's empowerment
issues started to rank high in the Syrian government's agenda and as a development
priority. The large and growing interest by the Syrian government towards issues of
women empowerment as well as the increased involvement of Syrian women in all spheres
of public life (politics, economics, and health) merit some analysis.

This paper seeks to identify the reality of women's empowerment in the Syrian Arab
Republic, and tries to detect areas of enabling (political, economic, and health) of women
in Syria. This research comes up with several interesting results: the involvement of
women in labor forces is linked to their traditional role in agricultural and service sectors.
Moreover, the Syrian woman has managed to reach higher jobs in the state as for example
the position of vice president; nevertheless, her contribution to government and local
councils remained low. Health care level of the Syrian woman has also witnessed major
progress, where mothers' and children's death percentage has dramatically decreased and
the number of females who give birth under supervision of specialists has multiplied.

Keywords: Empowerment, Field of empowerment, Reality of women's empowerment in
Syria.
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