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O ABSTRACT 0O

This study tried to find out most impediments to voluntary work among a sample of
first grade students at general secondary schools in Damascus Province by answering the
following question. What obstacles that most hinder voluntary work among a sample of
first grade students at general secondary schools in the province of Damascus?
The objective of this research is also to know the differences among students' estimates of
the obstacles hindering their engagement in volunteer based on the variables of (sex,
educational level of the father, the learning level of the mother).

The research used the descriptive analytical method employing a questionnaire
consisting of (39) items divided into three areas and circulated to a sample of (356) first
grade students at general secondary schools: (160) male and (196) students. Results were
as follows:

1. Most obstacles preventing first grade students of secondary schools from
engaging in voluntary work are personal, related to school, and organizational ones.

2. There were differences between males and females regarding obstacles to
engaging in voluntary work in favor of males. Results also showed statistically significant
differences among answers of first grade students at general secondary schools attributed
to variables related to the educational level of parents. Students whose parents' education
(preparatory or less) faced obstacles to their involvement in voluntary work more than the
rest of students whose parents’ levels of education are higher.

Keywords: Volunteer work, Obstacles, First-grade general secondary school.
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