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O ABSTRACT O

This study aims at investigating the Theory of Meaning as presented by Qudaama Bin
Ja’far, an Arab literary critic. Though previously investigated by Al-Jahith, Qudaama ties
this theory. For Qudaama, poetry is a meaningful and rhyming form of language. He adds
that the poetic quality (richness & poorness) is determined by a mutual and binary relation
between meaning and rhyme.

Poetry, according to Qudaama, is a craft evaluated according to quality criteria.
Meaning in poetry, on the other hand, is determined via the image it conveys. Another
point of relevance is the symmetry among parts of the poem. If meaning is one of the
pillars of poetry, then symmetry is achieved through the accurate interpretation, evaluation,
or comparison. Obviously, these are logical views that Qudaama tries to implement in
poetry. Throughout the study, the researcher has relied on numerous pieces of concrete
evidence of what Qudaama and other philosophers had previously claimed.

* Assistant Professor, Al-Hussein Bin Talal University — Jordan.
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