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O ABSTRACT 0O

This paper studies the duality of (self and other) in the referential framework of
the Algerian novelist Ahlam Moustghanmi's novel Body Memory. This novel establishes
the question of the cultural identity in confronting the other irrespective of whether this
duality is the result of the struggle between east and west: Cossantina/ Paris in the Algerian
revolution period and egocentricity, integrating others into its semanticity —i.e. those who
fall within its scope vis-a-vi the other who falls outside its scope, and thus becoming
antagonistic, or the outcome of the protagonist and antagonist dichotomy between the
original self and the fragmented selves vis-a-vi the other: the French and the efficiency of
semantic change in the post-independence period and the fragmentation of identity, or the
end-product of a linguistic basis: Arabic language / French language. Therefore, this novel
paves the way for acculturation and for the dialogue, not the struggle, of civilizations.

Keywords : Shadows of the Other and Fragmentation, the duality of (self and other).
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