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O ABSTRACT O

In the first part, this research deals with the theoretical framework of social criticism
starting with the domination of the ideological aspect which has prevailed for a long period
of time. This is the result of the connection of the social approach to Marxist criticism
under the name of the socialism of literature, and the priority of criticizing its subjects,
contents, and general external issues. Then, we turn to the structural framework to
highlight the connection of the social trend to structuralism and its interpretations and
visions of the world reflected through its textual, structural, and interaction with cultural
criticism. In the second part, this study introduces the best efforts, printed in critical texts,
of applying social criticism to fiction. This introduction is divided into two parts: the first
is about the best critical texts which used criticism in the novel of Arab West-African
countries, in general, and the Algerian novel, in particular. For example, The Arab
Algerian Novel and Vision of Reality (1993) by Abd al-Fattah Othman (Egypt), and The
Novel in Arab West-African countries: History and Reality: A study in the structural

content (2002) by Ibrahim Abbas (Algeria), in addition to Al-Taher Wattar s Experience:

between Ideology and the Aesthetics of the Novel (2004) by Lina Awad (Jordan).This
research concludes with general remarks about the application of social criticism to fiction.

Keywords: Ideological direction, structural formation, critical applications
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