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O ABSTRACT O

This study aimed to identify the role of cooperating teachers in improving UNRWA
Faculty of Educational Sciences practicum programme student teachers’ teaching skills.
The study also tried to investigate whether there are differences in the students’ views of
the cooperating teachers’ role that are attributed to gender. The study sample consisted of
(82) male and female students divided equally to both sexes. The descriptive analytical
approach was employed making use of a survey questionnaire consisting of (34) items
distributed among two domains: planning and implementation. The results of the study
showed that the degree of Faculty of Educational Sciences students’ appreciation of the
role of cooperating teachers in improving their teaching skills across the items of the whole
questionnaire in both the implementation and evaluation domain was good. While the
results showed a difference in students’ views of individual domains. The females’
responses on the items related to implementation were very good, while the males’
responses on the same items were good. Moreover, the study showed no difference in the
estimates of students of both sexes for the role of cooperating teachers in improving their
teaching skills in the evaluation domain as they ranked good. The results of the study also
revealed that there were statistically significant differences at (a=0.05) in the
implementation domain between the males and females’ estimates in favour of the females.

Keywords: Practicum programme, Faculty of Educational Science /[UNRWA, cooperating
teachers, teaching skills.
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