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O ABSTRACT O

This study aims at defining the role of the Third Function of a contemporary
university focusing on the Faculty of Education at Damascus University. The researcher
uses the analytical descriptive approach. A sample randomly consisting of 45 members is
chosen. For this study, the researcher uses a questionnaire for defining this role. The
analyses and explanations of the results show that there is a positive role for the teachers in
community service. This role is so clear in open learning programs, continuous learning
(72,44%), and in the contribution of publishing articles and studies that serve the
community (65,78%). It is also evident in conducting seminars and giving lectures
(62,22%), as well as offering educational consultations to the local community
(61,33%).This research also shows that there are no statistically significant differences
between the role of university staff and that of the study variables, This study suggests
linking academic and educational research with local community needs, increase the
communication between university staff and local community establishments.

Keywords: University, University staff, Community Service, higher education.
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