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O ABSTRACT 0O

The purpose of this study is to examine the level of acquiring science process skills
(observation, classification, prediction) by fourth graders and to investigate the effect of
gender and achievement, identifying their relationship with critical thinking. To that end,
the researchers use the analytical descriptive method, preparing reliable, valid scales to
measure science process skills and critical thinking. The sample used consists of (137)
students in Lattakia. The results show that students poorly perform science process skills
(observation, classification, prediction). Females' scores on the scale of science process
skills are better than males' scores; high achievement students' scores on the same scale
are better than low achievement ones. There is a positive correlative relationship between
science process skills and critical thinking. The researchers suggest teaching science
process skills for developing cognitive and meta-cognitive thinking skills.
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