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O ABSTRACT 0O

Development sociology, like the sociology of culture, focuses on drawing the minute
line between the concepts of growth and development. Confusing these semantically
interrelated concepts is not only confined to the scope of theory and analysis, but also goes
well beyond it to cover the field of action in reality, since action is the key to theory and
practice. Development, then, is a historical enterprise for changing the existing social
reality and building a gateway to another more advanced, peaceful, and civilized
alternative on the ladder of development for human societies. While growth is just an
accidental economic event or a variable economic state of emergency, development
requires structural economic changes, political and cultural quality. Growth in the case of
technical or quantitative change does not necessarily require such changes.
Accordingly, following a commitment to the principles of dialectical historical approach
within the overall framework of the School of Subsidiarity, we have seen that confusing
these two concepts and using development and growth as if they were just growth- this
being the case in most Arab countries- is the critical reason lying behind the failure of the
alleged development experiments in these countries. Thus, awareness of the fact that
development is a structural issue forms the basis of a positive and effective development
project.

Keywords: Development, Growth, Globalization, Infra-Structure, Supra Structure,
Reification, Mobility Privatization, Ideology, Process, Production, Evolution, Civilization,
Modernization, Justice, Industrialization, Restructuring.
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