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O ABSTRACT 0O

The first birth of the Arabic Dramatic Art came through the Lebanese merchant
Maroun Alnakkash (1817-1855) after he had been acquainted with this art during his
trading voyages to Italy and France. He learnt about the artistic procedures of western
dramatic innovations and admired them. He comprehended the function of drama that
combines benefit with enjoyment. When he returned home, he decided to establish an Arab
Theatre matching the Western Theatre. By his artistic sensation, Alnakkash was aware of
each society having its own characteristics. He was confident that just transferring western
drama would be a futile action that would not achieve the interaction with the Arab
Society. Thus, he arabized the dramatic text in a way that matches the nature of the Arab
Society, still based on the European Drama Structure. Alnakkash was multi-talented. He
was a dramatist, director and actor. We could comprehend the mechanism of his plays
through his direction illustrations, where he concentrated on the role of the actor, costume,
music, and the song that constituted part of the plot and expressed the situations.

Keywords: Alnakkash and drama presentation mechanism, Alnakkash and drama
presentation technicality.

"Associate Professor, Arabic Language Department, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, Tishreen
University, Lattakia, Syria.
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