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O ABSTRACT O

The research aims at recognizing the obstacles of physical environment factors of
secondary school (classroom, instructional means, instructional laboratories, school
gardens, and instructional buildings) in teaching biology from biology teachers' perspective
in Damascus secondary schools, as well as identifying the most prominent obstacles that
hinder the best use of physical factors. This is to be achieved through using the descriptive
approach and an instrument prepared by the researcher. The research sample was randomly
chosen, and it included (35) teachers (25 females and 10 males). The variables of gender,
experience, and academic qualification were taken into consideration. The study was
applied during the second semester from the school year 2009-2010. The most important
findings of the study were as follows: There were high-degree obstacles from teachers'
perspective towards physical environment factors. These obstacles were (the garden with a
percentage of 84%, the means with a percentage of 78%, the classroom with a percentage
of 77%, the building with a percentage of 77%, and the laboratory with a percentage of
76%). However, there were no differences that could be attributed to the variables of
gender, experience, which emphasizes teachers' agreement on these obstacles.

Key Words: Obstacles of physical environment (classroom, instructional means,
instructional laboratories, school gardens, and instructional buildings), biology, biology
teachers.
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