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O ABSTRACT O

Anthropology aims at studying the social structures with their different orders and
activities to know their related constructive borders, denotations and their relationship with
other social phenomena.

Whereas this is a concern of social anthropology we made use of studying the henna
phenomenon at the coastal village to check its meanings and symbolic senses, knowing its
constructive relations with the social elements and phenomena that are related to the
conventional culture what support continuity of the social solidarity among the village
inhabitants.

The importance of studying henna exists in being one of the conventional ceremonial
rituals used in marriage with its meanings that perform social, remedial, ornamental and
even psychological functions which touch directly the life of the bride and bridegroom
before their wedding night.

The study shows happening of essential changes in the conventional marriage rituals
since the seventies of the past century, where the marriage weddings were limited to few
hours of (wedding night) to comply with the speed age; thus the henna night has
disappeared and is replaced with new cultural modes represented by makeup culture at
modern salons as a result of dissemination of pure consumptive cultural values imposed
continually by mutual cultures of which the way are paved by information revolution.

Key words : Henna — Ritualism — Functions
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