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to their standard Arabic origin
""Etymological study in Damascus and Lattakia dialects"

Dr. Samer Bahra

(Received 20/ 12/ 2010. Accepted 27 /2 /2011)

O ABSTRACT O

This research is based upon the idea that there are no original quadrilateral words in
our local dialects; however, what exists is the mere impact of some vocal factors on their
standard triliteral roots due to daily overuse.The most efficient factor for deriving
quadrilaterals is dissimilation. To prove this , the research handled data of more than five
hundred quadrilateral words, collected from the everyday speech of people in both
Damascus and Lattakia dialects representing a considerable number of dialects in our
country. To accomplish this study more than hundred words were selected to fit the space
dedicated for it.

knowing the influence of dissimilation in changing forms is another advantageous
contribution to linguistics. It helps etymologize a lot of quadrilateral words to their pure
Arabic origin. Having succeeded to achieve its goal, this research may refute the claims of
some researchers who hasted to etymologize some of the words in our dialects into non-
Arabic origins ; yet when carefully detected found to be nothing but pure Arabic in origin.

Key words : Dissimilation — quadrilateral words — mutation — metathesis
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