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O ABSTRACT 0O

The aim of the present study was to identify the number of autistic individuals in the
governorates of (Damascus and Damascus Countryside) registered in special education centers of
the handicapped (formal and community) during the school year (2011-2012). The study also
aimed at defining the rate of males to females in this handicapped. The study was applied in all the
special education centers in both governorates which amounted to (16) centers (4 formal centers
and 12 community centers). In respect to Damascus governorate, the study findings showed that the
number of autistic males was (146) cases, (58) cases of which were autistic individuals without
mental retardation and (88) cases of which were autistic individuals with mental retardation. As for
the females, the number of autistic females was (108) cases, (52) cases of which were autistic
individuals without mental retardation and (56) cases of which were autistic individuals with
mental retardation. The rate of males to females was (1.32/1). In relation to the governorate of
Damascus Countryside, the study findings showed that the number of autistic males was (440)
cases, (177) cases of which were autistic individuals without mental retardation and (263) cases of
which were autistic individuals with mental retardation. As for the females, the number of autistic
females was (307) cases, (112) cases of which were autistic individuals without mental retardation
and (195) cases of which were autistic individuals with mental retardation. The rate of males to
females was (1.67/1). In both governorates (Damascus and Damascus Countryside), the number of
autistic males was (586) cases, (235) cases of which were autistic individuals without mental
retardation and (351) cases of which were autistic individuals with mental retardation. As for the
females, the number of autistic females was (415) cases, (164) cases of which were autistic
individuals without mental retardation and (251) cases of which were autistic individuals with
mental retardation. The rate of males to females was (1.41/1). In addition, the study aimed at
suggestinga model to take care of autistic individuals within special education centers of the
handicapped in Syria according to a set of steps as follows: (specific and distinctive diagnosis,
identifying the program training goals, designing the training programs, applying the training
programs, checking the effectiveness of the training programs, merging).The study reached at a set
of suggestions.
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