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O ABSTRACT 0O

Kabbalah, the term given to Jewish mysticism ever since the 2" Century BC., has
had quite an impact on Jewish heritage, covering both religion and philosophical thought.
However, we do not mean to suggest the existence of a Jewish philosophy per se. Rather,
we intend to discuss the influence of Kabbalah on Jewish philosophers, and they are quite
many.

The claim that Spinoza, a Sephardim Jew, has influenced Kabbalah to the same
degree that he has been influenced by it needs to be researched within the available
literature we have on Kabbalah. This discussion will attempt to discover the Kabbalah shift
of focus from monotheistic mysticism to what has later become known in the history of
philosophy as pantheism, the attitude Western philosophical literature repeatedly referred
to while it pursued the rational philosophical activity of the 17" Century. For a long time,
this activity studied Spinozism which declared itself as the pantheism in its broadest sense.

Keywords: Kabbalah, mysticism, pantheism, monotheism.
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