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O ABSTRACT O

This research highlights the most recognizable basics of Sibaweih's methodology in
his book. Altogether, they are not different from the modern descriptive approach.
Sibaweih appears in the first Arabic Linguistics Encyclopaedia, in a way that presents the
righteousness of his pioneering methodology, as is apparent in the three linguistic levels of:
Phonology, Morphology and Syntax.

We have traced the method he followed to treat the linguistic phenomena, which in
all its forms constitute a constellation of semantic and intellectual operations based on all
aspects of this phenomenon, next to the realistic principles that he relied on to achieve his
goal. Themselves are the principles that gained circulation in the West later on; as follows:
listening; language and speech; spoken and written language; unity of time and place;
induction; and categorization.

Keywords: Sibawayh - descriptive approach - hearing - Language - Time - Location -
induction - rated
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