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O ABSTRACT O

This research discusses a literary social phenomenon in the Abbasi society, which is
begging. It is one of the ways that some of the niggards in Al-Jahez's book had mastered in
order to earn money fraudulently. This phenomenon spread and gained more significance
along with the increasing of poverty and deprivation, and the mingling of Arabs with
foreigners. Those beggars found comfort and easiness in this lifestyle. They aimed at
collecting money and becoming wealthy. In order to do so, he wouldn’t hesitate to practice
all manners of deception and fraud. They can be divided into three types: beggars who use
the deception of the eye, beggars who use the deception of the ear, and beggars who use
the deception of the hearts and minds.

And the reason I chose AL-Jahez's The Niggards to demonstrate this phenomenon is
that he was the first to deal with this social category in Arabic literature in the third century
through his stories and tales. He was the first to categorize them and mention their tricks,
and he paved the way to the writers after him.
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