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O ABSTRACT 0O

Through the examination of several critics of instrumental reason, this study seeks to
determine the ability of one of them to look after and through the complexity of modern
Western society. First, the problem willbe introduced with reading Max Weber as it is
proposed by Jdrgen Habermas. It will be a matter of Weber's phenomenon of
rationalization of society. Based on the evidence that cognitive-instrumental sphere of
reason is strongly needed in modernity that it will be explained by reflecting on the
historical process of the "disenchantment of the world" and how the rationality report to an
end as it was able to become so dominant. Subsequently, it will present the criticism of the
reification in modern societies as it was contributed bythe Marxist PhilosopherGeorg
Lukacs and will examine the Critical theory of Max Horkheimer and Theodor W. It will
also examine Adorno on the instrumental reason as it was shaped historically, and then will
show that the reason is totalitarian in its essence; reason has always produced the
domination and violence in all its relations; the nature, society and subjectivity. From the
very first step of man, up to Enlightenment through myth, reason has always been
totalitarian. Finally, Habermas proposes a paradigm shift that he believes is necessary to
overcome theconcept of reason reduced to a single cognitive-instrumental potential. It is in
the paradigm language where Habermas found the missing link to enter therich potential of
communicative rationality. Then,by this new paradigm, he could adequately conceptualize
the two levels that make up modern societ; system and living.
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