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O ABSTRACT 0O

It is well-known to readers of Umayyad literature the significant role politics played in shaping the
literary consciousness of poets. These poets sought to curry favor with those in power, either out
of desire or fear. This was the case with the poet Ubayd Allah ibn Qays al-Rugayyat, whose poetic
expression showed absolute loyalty to the Zubayrids in their political struggle against the
Umayyads and other opposing parties with whom the Zubayrids failed to reach any agreement.
The nascent statehood and urbanization had not fully matured under Abdullah ibn al-Zubayr, who
experienced political failure before his military defeat.

In any case, our poet declared his allegiance by praising Abdullah ibn al-Zubayr and his brother
Mus'ab. His sense of self was immersed in the collective as he expressed pride. However, the
underlying discourse revealed a yearning to break out of the margins and seek a place in the main
text, which granted the praised figures and the group the reins of distinction and eminence.
Despite the poet's ego being exhausted by weaving the threads of this main text, it covertly
insisted on having its share within it.
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