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O ABSTRACT 0O

The research interview is one of the techniques and tools of information gathering that was
subject of large discussions and debates among social researchers. The debates revolve
around the feasibility and effectiveness of this technique, with questioning to its objectivity
in collecting information from the field. In fact, the domination of quantitative methods
with their statistical tools and the use of numbers led to a decline in using research
interview in general, and quantitative interviews in particular, in the Arabic studies and
researches.

Our goal in this research is mainly to clarify and introduce the intellectual roots of
qualitative interview, and represent to the reader its long history in social research since the
beginnings, in order to clarify the reality that it is not an intruder tool in social sciences.
We also aim to clarify the concept of quantitative interview, distinguish the variety of
types that it contains, and focus on the two common characters in all types of qualitative
interviews: trust building and social distance.
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