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O ABSTRACT 0O

Agriculture is considered the mainstay of economic activity in the period before the European
industrial revolution, and most of the countries that were under the control of the Ottomans still
depend on agriculture as a cup of economic activity or in general they are characterized by
industrial backwardness compared to Western European countries, but the fertile regions were
characterized by the prosperity of agriculture, which was reflected positively in terms of its literal
development Commercially, Damascus has maintained its position as an important commercial
center in the region throughout its history, supported by a number of factors. Damascus and its
surrounding fertile agricultural lands gave it a leadership position in agricultural production.
Damascus. This agricultural abundance supported many crafts and industries that have become
traditional in this ancient city, and these works crowned what the people of Damascus were known
for in the field of trade, as they became famous and became a commercial center for Damascene
products and the products of the surrounding countries and even distant countries. However, this
reality has changed since the beginning of the eighteenth century, as Damascus has fallen under the
influence of a mass of complications, the most important of which are the foreign concessions that
were constantly increasing due to the weakness of the Ottoman Empire and its falling under the
growing European influence, and perhaps the worst of these complications is the ruling power and
the classes that have dominated society for centuries. From time to time, every attempt at reform
turned into a new opportunity for those classes to open a new struggle over ownership and the
wealth it generates at the expense of the rest of society. The Damascene farmer fell under the
pressure of exorbitant taxes, royalties, encroachments of landlords and soldiers, and entered into a
frantic struggle over agricultural ownership and a struggle over water sources and income. In the
labyrinth of debts and exorbitant interests, until his existence on this land became seriously
threatened, and he had no choice but to resort to the judiciary in an attempt to remove all these
grievances from him. So did he find in the judiciary the safe haven that preserves his right, stops
his exploitation, and preserves his land for him from the danger of confiscation after it burdened
him Taxes, based on the historical research methodology and by studying several models from the
archives of documents of the Sharia Court in Damascus, show us the limited effectiveness of the
Ottoman judiciary in achieving this goal.
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