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O ABSTRACT 0O

This research aims at approaching the concept of war in feminist Syrian novel, through
studying Ghada al-Samman’s masterpiece Nightmares of Beirut. al-Samman foresaw
Zarqa’a al-Yamama, and envisaged what others could not see, especially those involved in
the war.

Throughout the novel, we are inclined to live the nightmares of civil war that broke out in
Lebanon in 1975, which resulted in nothing but destruction, killing, shooting, and
unnecessary death. The novelist questions the role of the writer during the war and poses
questions related to that role: is there any difference between the act of writing and the act
of shooting; between words and bullets? Is it possible for the educated writers to be part of
the crazy war, to the extent that they get involved in fighting? Or, do they fight in their
own way, using their pens as weapons, their words as bullets, and, in the process, create
miracles?
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.248 1992

Al-Samman, Gh. The sea judges afish, incomplete works (13), Edition (2), publications
Ghada Al-Samman, Beirut, Lebanon, 1992, (248). (in Arabic)
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Al-Samman, Gh. The girl will com to reproach you — The beginnings of the period of
rebellion -, incomplete works (17), Edition (1), publications Ghada Al-Samman, Beirut,
Lebanon, 2009, 206. (in Arabic)
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.363 <1990

Al-Samman, Gh. The trib is questioning the dead woman, incomplete works (12), Edition
(2), publications Ghada Al-Samman, Beirut, Lebanon, 1990, 363. (in Arabic)
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Al-Samman, Gh. Nightmares of Beirut, Edition (7), publications Ghada Al-Samman,
Beirut, Lebanon, 1994, 335. (in Arabic)
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Suleiman, N. Syrian novel (1967-1977), Ministry of Culture and National Guidance,
Damascus, Syria, 1982, 415. (in Arabic)
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Suleiman, N. Novel and war, General Egyptian Organization for the book, 1999, 190. (in
Arabic)
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227

Shebeil A. A. The fictional art of Ghada Al-Samman, Edition (1), Dar Almaaref for
printing and publishing, Susih, Tunis, 1987, 227. (in Arabic)

213 1980 ¢l gy ¢ il dellall dagllall )y 2 Lo cdaia/ O Glall sole . e (g Ki—8
Shukri Gh. Ghada Al-Samman without wings, Edition (2), Dar Al-Talia for printing and
publishing, Beirut, Lebanon, 1980, 213. (in Arabic)
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189 1980

Sobhi, M. A. Heroes in the making, Studies in the Arabic and Arabized Novel, Edition (1),
Dar Al-Talia for printing and publishing, Beirut, Lebanon, 1980, 189. (in Arabic)
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Fraj, A. Freedom in women's literature, Edition (2), Arab Research Foundation, Beirut,
Lebanon, 1980, 280. (in Arabic)
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Al-Faisal, S. R. Features in the Syrian novel, Arab Writers Union, Damascus, Syria, 1979,
531. (in Arabic)
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Humphrey, R. Stream of consciousness in the modern novel, Edition (2), Translation : Al-
Rubaie Mahmoud, Dar Almaaref, Cairo, Egypt, 1975, 163. (in Arabic)
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