Tishreen University Journal for Research and Scientific Studies - Arts and Humanities Series VVol. (44) No. (1) 2022

Moral Thinking and the stages of its Development in humans
A Comparative Study of the theories of Lawrence Kohlberg and Carol Gilligan

Dr. Eva Kharma"
Dr. Mada Sharqi* *
Zakaria Abbas***

(Received 7/9/2021. Accepted 21/ 2/ 2022)

O ABSTRACT 0O

This research deals with the concept of development of moral thinking and how the
individual's moral awareness is formed by social education that sets values, standards, and
moral principles, which affect the moral judgments on attitudes, things and actions at
different stages of life. It also deals with some of the factors that affect the development of
individual’s moral thinking such as gender, age, socio-cultural environment and cognitive
formation. It reviews the levels of development of moral thinking in males and females and
their stages, that are based on the theories of Lawrence Kohlberg and Carol Gilligan.
Moreover, it highlights the most important points of similarity and difference in the nature
of the development of moral thinking in males and females.
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