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o ABSTRACT o

Armenia’s relation with the Abbasid State constitutes such an important broad topic in history
because this relation fluctuated between concord and rebellion against the Abbsasid
authorities. At times the Armenians sided with the Abbasids in their wars against Byzantum,
while at other times their position was the reverse. There were internal revolts and rebellions
that took place from time to time against the Abbasid authorities and the Armenians took part
in such revolts and supported the rebels most often because of their pursuit for independence.
However, the main reason for their fluctuating positions towards the Abbasid authorities had to
do with the positions they used to take in accordance with their own interests. Armenia played
a significant role in the relations between the Muslim Arabs and Byzantians especially in the
fields of military and political relations by reason of its important and strategic location. This
vital location motivated the Arab Muslims and the Byzantians to make the Armenians side
with them due to the Armenians impact on the military / political arena. The Armenian
relations with both parties fluctuated between supporting and paying tribute to them or rising
and rebelling against them.
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