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O ABSTRACT O

The chronological reading is a method adopted by critics in their treatment of
Naguib Mahfouz™ novels. It goes along the lines that Mahfouz, in his long literary
career and diverse oeuvre, went through several phases. Having scrutinized Mahfouz’
works, critics drew the conclusion that his career can be divided into four phases,
referred to as, historical and romantic, social critical, psychological and finally
avant-garde (experimental).

Intended to shed light on the critics attitude toward this critical approach, my
study addresses the first phase including Mahfouz debeuts in fiction, that is the
Mamipulations of Fate, Radobis and The Struggle of Thebes.

Conclusion: This approach over which critics considerably differ is not
dissimilar to other ones, short of in its starting point. The main characteristics in the
novels of this phase are their development along one dramatic string, normal time-
sequence and the predominance of the coincidence factor. In my view, these defects
are due to the fast that Mahfouz then lacked the maturity that readres would
encounter in his later novels.
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