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A mirror for Abul Ala’al-Ma’arri

Dr. Tamer SALLOUM*
O ABSTRACT O

‘All life is fatigue’ and ‘every house is bound to become debris!’ This is how the
world seems in the words of al-Marri. There is no end for the sufferings and the
tortures, or the ubiZIuitous absence. Nothing is final or certain. On the contrary,
everything leads to anxiety, doubt and uncertainty. Indeed, everything is doomed for
decay and annihilation. Abul Ala’al Ma’arri creates his world not of this very death;
this tragic sensibility which reveals his belief that life is Jragile and false. It is nothing
but a’borrowed garment’, or a lamp whose light Jades slowly into darkness. Life is a
nap and its beauty is a dream. It is death on earth; ‘the cloud of death’.

The purpose of the paper is explore all these p,otentialiﬁes and to address them

in detail,

* Professor at Arabic Department, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, Tishreen University, Lattakia, Syria.
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