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Grammarians, since Slbawayhi up to recent days, persisted in
considering both man and ma as being non-relative, in terms of formal
construction, if the two particles were used as particles of condition.

This paper discusses this ancient-recent understanding and examines
the extent of its credibility; it also argues that such an understanding
is mere elucidation, and that these two words are real relative pronouns
in all their urges unless they are used as interrogative particles.
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