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O ABSTRACT 0O

The perspectives of the critics have usually informed literary studies, critics who
formed their sayings or critiques after reading, studying and exploring the depths of poetry.
Poetry itself has been the basis of these studies. However, the role of poet was merely
limited to poetry-writing. The poet’s point of view regarding the material he/she has
produced was completely ignored. Hence the emergence of research presenting the sayings
of the poet themselves as well as the poets™ prosaic sayings expressing their perception as
well as conception of the art of writing poetry.

Jaahili period witnessed the emergence of the poets’ criticism of poetry. That was
evident in Alnabegha Alzubyani™ tent where he used to make judgments and critiques of
the poems he heard. These judgments, however, were not based on theory; they were rather
the product of the poet’s profound knowledge as well as experience of the art of writing
poetry. Therefore, these judgments were considerably important for poets to the extent that
the poets he applauded used to blow their own trumpets.

This critical spirit survived in the Omayyad period. The Omayyad poets frequently
used to give opinions and make judgments on their peers™ writing. These opinions had
revealed the poets’ critical aspect which had met their poetic one, the latter been
materialized in poetry-writing. These critical views underpinned the Omayyad poets
perspective in poetry-writing, exactly as poetry had underpinned their critical opinions.

Key words: Sayings, criticism, prose, conception, poetry, Omayyad poets
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