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O ABSTRACT 0O

The research aims to analyze war trauma in perspective of comparative cultural criticism at
two different cultural contexts : the Middle Eastern "lrag" and the post-colonial "Nigeria"
questioning two cultural- psychological phases in criticizing the traumatized characters:
acting- out and making-through via linking the psychological concepts to the cultural and
social position of the characters.

The conscious of the characters at the acting-out phase counters by defenses mechanisms
like the dark swoops which reflect political and social concerns. On contrary, making-
through phase reveals that the characters try to live out of the crisis-self by communicating
to society and forgetting its own trauma narrative through developing dialogism strategies
free the narrative plot from the subjectivity, helping to exceed the painful past and
transform it into anti-power to be baptized.

To conclude, the acting —out phase reveals the blackmailing of war to the unconscious of
the characters which portrays their conscious melancholia centers ,at where they see the
world as a delusions- pathway. while, making-through phase in both communication and
adaptation aspects reveals the transcendence of trauma pain imposed upon the scrimmage
of the sieged self-story in acting-out phase to be finished to the internal negotiations with
the external world which accept the changeability position of the victim.
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2)CAURTH.C. Introduction :Re-capturing The Past ,In Explorations In Memory, 153.

%) DOMINICK.L. “Acting-Out” and “Working-Through” Trauma’, Shoah Research Center ,Cornell
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“ADICHIE. N.CH . Half of a yellow sun,234.
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1)See:FELMAN,Sh and DORI. L.Testimony of Witnessing in Literature ,Psychoanalysis ,and History,
70-71.

2 1bid,68.

¥)see: MAJDA.R.Atieh&GHADA.M.Post-Traumatic Responses In The War Narratives OF Hanan al-
shaykh's The Story Of Zahra And Cimamanda Nogozi Adichie’'s Half Of A Yellow Sun,ls this A culture
Of Trauma ? First Edition, Inter-disciplinary Press, Oxford ,United Kinkdom,2013,220-221.

* ADICHIE, N, CH . Half of a yellow sun, 512.
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*)JELIN. E .State Repression and the Labors of Memory, Minn University of Minnesota, Minneapolis,
2003, 64.
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