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Acute Fatty Liver of Pregnancy
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O ABSTRACT 0O

ACUTE FATTY LIVER OF PREGNANCY (AFLP) , a life threatening obstetric
emergency, was first described by Sheehan in 1940.The most common presentation is
malaise, nausea, vomiting and epigastric pain followed by jaundice. Laboratory tests
usually demonstrate high bilirubin levels, deranged liver and renal functions, coagulopathy
and hypoglycemia. one should keep in mind other pregnancy related liver diseases that
mimic AFLP such as HELLP syndrome: hemolysis (H), elevated liver enzymes (EL) and
low platelet count (LP), and intrahepatic cholestasis of pregnancy. Liver biopsy is the gold
standard for diagnosing AFLP, but due to the presence of coagulation abnormalities
diagnosis is usually made by clinical and laboratory findings.
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