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Congenital Absence of the Pericardium
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O ABSTRACT 0O

Congenital absence of the pericardium (CAP) is one of the rarest cardiac congenital
anomalies. It can occur as a complete absence of the entire pericardium, absence of the
right or left portion of the pericardium or a partial, foramen-like defect of the right or left
pericardium. While the majority of cases are clinically silent, multiple reports associate
CAP with symptomatic presentation. The most feared complication of CAP is sudden
death due to cardiac strangulation across a partial defect of the left pericardium. Given its
rare occurrence, most clinicians and imaging specialists will have little experience with
this condition and may fail to recognize it on thoracic or cardiac studies. The purpose of
this article is to represent a case of complete absence of the left pericardium discovered
incidentally during CABG surgery.
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