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O ABSTRACT 0O

Aim: to study SD-OCT findings in patients taking hydroxychloroquine , and to evaluate
the possibility to detect retinal damage before appearance of clinical symptoms.

Methods: 15 asymptomatic patients who takes hydroxychloroquine as treatment for
rheumatoid arthritis for 3 years at least and compare them with 15 of controls, examination
was done using SD-OCT to measure retinal layers thickness, and compare imaging results
with clinical examination.

Results: patients mean age was 54.17+11.23 years while controls mean age was
51.78+8.46 years. The difference was significant between patients and controls in central
retinal thickness and parafoveal region ,whereas no significant difference was found in
perifoveal thicknesor retinal nerve fiber layer thickness. And 1S/OS damage was found in
most patients.

Conclusion: hydroxychloroquine causes retinal injury which can be detected using SD-
OCT prior to any apparent visual symptoms.
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