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O ABSTRACT 0O

Objective: A study of the complications associated with RDS in a group of preterm
infants weighing less than 1500 grams compared to another group of preterm infants, with
similar birthweight, without RDS.

Methods: An observational descriptive study included all the preterm infants with VLBW
and ELBW, admitted to the Neonate unit at Tishreen University Hospital, during the study
period from 1 November 2017 to 1 November 2018.

Study sample was divided into two groups:

VLBW and ELBW preterm infants with RDS

VLBW and ELBW preterm infants without RDS.

Results: A statistical study was conducted for 72 preterm infants.

RDS was found in 38.9%. Hospitalization period median was longer in preterm infants
without RDS (20days) versus RDS patients (12days).

Mean Gestational age in RDS group was 27.6 weeks, while it was 30.8 weeks in the other
group (p-value0.001). Mean birthweight in RDS group was 1021 (+/- 403) grams, and
1247 (+/-230) grams in the other group.

RDS was found more often in Gestational ages (GA) less than 32 weeks, and most of the
patients with RDS were born with gestational ages less than 28 weeks (53. 57%).Neonatal
sepsis was the most common complication (48.6%) then Apnea of preterm (41.6%) and
Intraventricular hemorrhage (IVH) 22.22%. 1IVH was more frequent in RDS group.

32 of preterm infants died (44%), 26.4% (19 patient) died of Respiratory failure .RDS
mortality was 33.3% (24 patients). Mortality was higher in preterm infants with GA less
than 32 weeks. RDS mortality happened more often in preterm born with GA less than 28
weeks (60%).
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