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0 ABSTRACT [

This study was performed to invistigate the predisposing factors to low birth weight, and

discover the real role of each one.

The study included 202 cases, which were divided in to two groups: 1- low birth weight

Newborns (LBW) and they were 112 those weight was equal or less than 2500 g. 2- Control group
“Normal” Newborns” and their weight was more than 2500 gr and their number was 90 newborn. And we
have compared between the two groups:

The number of full term newborns with low birth weight was 44 case with percentage of 39.28%
from the first group. While the number of preterm newborns (gestational age under 37 weeks) was
68 and they made a percentage of 60.72% from the first group whereas in the control group there
was 6 preterm newborn only with a percentage of 6.6 % only.

We have noted an increase in the percentage of LBW with maternal age less than 18 years and the
percentage was 2.6 % while 1.1 % in the control group.

The serial number of the gestation was noted as a predisposing factor to LBW, in the first gestation
the percentage was 24.8% while 34.4% in the control group, and in the fifth and later gestation on the
percentage was 10.7% while 7.7 % in the control .

The percentage of LBW increases in the presence of previous LBW infant (13.4 % while 7.7% in
control)

The inter pregnancy interval less than 1 year increases the percentage (LBW) (24% while 5.5 %) .

The presence of kinship between the parents (first degree) was in 25% LBW group and 14.4% in
control.

Very low socieoeconomic level of the family was noted 22.3 % in LBW group and 6.6% in
control.

Malnorishment of the mother was in 13.4 % of LBW group and 6.6 % in control.

Smoking ciggarettes was noted as a factor that leads to LBW newborn with a percentage 19%
while 15.5 % in control group.

Drinking two cups of coffee daily increases the risk of LBW with percentage 17% while 12.2 %
in control.

the percentage of twin gestation in LBW was 21.4% while 1.11 % in control.

The percentage of maternal hypertension was 8.9% while 6.6 % in control.

Psychogenic and somatic stress during pregnancy, played a major role in LBW with a percentage
of 30% while 10% in control group.

Maternal genitourinary tract infections increases LBW percentage 38.4% while 34.4% .

Genital hemorrhage increases the percentage of LBW 27.6% while 6.6 % in control.

The percentage of placental disorders was 12.5% in LBW while 6.6% in control .

The percentage of premature rupture of membranes was25.9% in LBW while 7.7 in control.

*Professor At Pediatrics Department ,Faculty Of Medicin, Tishreen University, Lattakia,Syria.
**Lecturer At Pediatrics Department,Faculty Of Medicin, Tishreen University, Lattakia,Syria.
***pPostgraduate Student At Pediatrics Department, Faculty Of Medicin ,Tishreen University
Lattakia,Syria.
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