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O ABSTRACT 0O

The study included 48 patients with chronic liver disease with/or cirrhosis
visited or admitted to Al-Assad university hospital - department of internal medicine
during 2003. According to the modified child - pugh system, patients were classified
into 3 groups. First group was child's A patients, they were 8 patients (16.6%) with
annithamic mean of acanthocytic ratio (1.875 = 0.413%). Child's B patients were the
second group, they were 18 patients (37.5%) and annithamic mean of acanthocytic ratio
was (3.844 £ 0.095%). The last 22 patients with child's C were the third group (45.8%)
with annithamic mean (7.2 + 0.555%) for acanthocytes. There were significant
differences among the groups. (F = 0.05 & 0.01) and between the annithamic means for
acanthocytic ratio (P = 0.01 & 0.001). these findings mean that acanthocytes increase in
peripheral blood of patients with chronic liver disease with/or cirrhosis with the
progress of hepatic failure and may considered as a sign of bad prognosis. The ratio of
acanthocytes in child's C patients with alcoholic liver cirrhosis (7.91 + 0.183%) was
greater than child's C patients with post-necrotic cirrhosis (6.82 = 0.149%) and child's
C patients with cryptogenic cirrhosis (6.36 = 0.094%) and the difference was
significant
(P=0.01 &P =0.001).
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University - Lattakia - Syria.
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