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0 ABSTRACT [

50 patients with brucellosis were followed up over a period of 6 years. Ages
varied from 2-64 years. Contact with domestic animals noticed in 6 patients only which
suggests that the main source of infection is raw milk and dairy products.

Complications noticed in 18 patients, endocarditis (3), meningo- encephalitis (2)
spinal cord compression (1), epididymoorchitis (3), monoarthritis (4), vertebral
infection (4) and hepatic functional disorders (2).

Diagnosis was made by SAT (wright) 3% or by Elisa titration of antibodies

IgG, IgM. Adult patients were treated with Rifampicin plus Doxycycline. Streptomycin
was added in bone or joint involvements and in relapsing cases, children were treated
with Cotrimaxazole.

One patient required aortic valve replacement, paraplegia persisted in one
patient with spinal cord compression. azospermia was noticed in one patient, 4 patients
relapsed after initial treatment, one patient died due to endocarditis on artificial valve
and the rest of the patients recovered fully.

Conclusion: Brucellosis is systemic disease with frequent and serious
complicalions. prophylaxis depends on avoiding raw milk and good control of dairy
production .

* Associate Professor At The Department Of Internal Medicine, Faculty Of Medicine, Tishreen
University, Lattakia- Syria
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