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O ABSTRACT 0O

The aim of this study is to evaluate the success of non-vital pulpotomy on endo-
symptomatic primary molars in comparison with pulpectomy after an observational period
of 12 and 24 months, radiographically. 12 children were included in this study; the
treatments were provided for 23 endo-symptomatic primary first and second molars
without radiographic changes (spontaneous, night, provoked continuous pain, or dark
continuous bleeding after accessing the pulp chamber). The molars were categorized into
two groups; the first group(12 molars) treated with pulpectomy and the root canals were
filled with zinc oxide-eugenoul (ZOE), the second group (11 molars) treated with
Formocresol pulpotomy for 5 minutes then provided with zinc oxide-eugenol (ZOE) mixed
with a drop of Formocresol base. All treated molars were restored with stainless-steal
crowns and assessed after 12 and 24 months intervals. The success rate for the first group
was 91.7% and 83.3% after 12 and 24 months, respectively, while it was 81.8% after 12
months and 72.7% after 24 months for the second group. Furthermore, there was no
statistically significant difference between the two groups at both intervals.

However non-vital pulpotomy treatment was proved to be an acceptable method to
adopt and considered an alternative of pulpectomy especially when root canal treatment
(RCT) cannot be accomplished on the primary teeth.

Keywords: pulpotomy, pulpectomy, non-vital pulpotomy, formocresol.
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