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O ABSTRACT O

Background: The development of granulomatous lesions within tattoos is a well-
recognized occurrence in individuals with sarcoidosis. The characteristic histopathological
finding of sarcoidosis is the presence of noncaseating granulomas; but if patients have no
history of sarcoidosis prior to their tattoos, is there any role of tattoo to reveal underlying
sarsoidosis?

Observations: We describe three patients who had multiple linearly arranged papules
along their eyebrows. They had had cosmetic tattooing performed on these areas several
months to several years prior to presentation. Histopathologic examination revealed
sarcoidal granulomas. Hilar adenopathy was noted on a chest radiograph in two patients.

Conclusions: These cases demonstrate a unique adverse result after cosmetic
tattooing and highlights the concept that tattoo may reveal underlying systemic sarcoidosis.
In this setting, further investigation for the relation between tattoo and systemic sarcoidosis
is recommended.

Keywords: Tattoo, Systemic Sarcoidosis
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Table. Reported Cases of Sarcoidal Tattoo Reaction as a Manifestation of Systemic Sarcoidosis

Case Time Presenting Manifestation
Source No. Involved Pigment Extracutaneous Findings Lapse, y* of Systemic Sarcoidosis
Lubeck and Epstein * 1952 1 Green, red, blue Hilar adenopathy, iritis, NA No
arthritis
Obermayer and Hassen,’” 1955 2 Red, blue Hilar and peritracheal 10 Yes
adenopathy
Weidman et al,” 1966 3 Red, blue Hilar adenopathy 45 Yes
Rorsman et al,"" 1969 4 Blue Uveitis None Yes
5 Blue, yellow Uveitis None Yes
6 Blue Uveitis, erythema nodosum 2 Yes
Dickinson,’ 1969 7 Red, blue, green Hilar and peritracheal 9 Yes
adenopathy
8 Red Hilar adenopathy 1 Yes
Iveson et al,'* 1975 9 Red, brown, green Hilar adenopathy, osteitis 13 Yes
Farzan,* 1977 10 Green Hilar adenopathy, arthritis 22 No
erythema nodosum
Hanada et al,'* 1985 " Red Pulmonary sarcoidosis, 1 Yes
uveitis, adenopathy
Blobstein et al,™ 1985 12 Red, blue Hilar adenopathy 26 No
Colp etal,™ 1991 13 Blue Hilar adenopathy 10 Yes
Sowden et al,'* 1992 14 Red Hilar adenopathy, arthritis, 15 Yes
erythema nodosum
Collins et al,™* 1994 15 Blue Pulmonary sarcoidosis 9 Yes
Jones et al " 1997 16 Black Hilar adenopathy 15 Yes
Nawras et al *" 2002 17 NA Hilar adenopathy, pulmonary NA No
sarcoidosis
Yesudian and Azurdia,”’ 2004 18 Brown Hilar adenopathy 2 No
Werchniak et al,# 2004 19 Multiple Hilar adenopathy >30 Yes

Abbreviation: NA, information not available.
*Time-lapse from tattoo placement to onset of sarcoidal reaction.
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