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O ABSTRACT O

The Periotest is an electronic device that provides an objective measurement of the
status of the Periodontium.
The main purpose of this research is to establish the normal physiological Periotest

ranges (PTV periotest values) of the Syrian youth' teeth comparing to the ranges provided

by the device manufacturing corporation. This was done in relation to tooth type, tooth
position, gender and nation. The study was achieved on the teeth of 160 Syrian youth of
both sexes (students of the Faculty of Dentistry) of 18-24 years old. The youth were
chosen to have healthy periodontal tissues and imply with the manufacture instructions.
The results show some variation in the PTV periotest values which led us to express the
results as ranges instead of absolute values. In addition, a noticeable variation in these
ranges were observed according the teeth type and tooth position on jaws. No significant
gender difference was observed. The results revealed a noticeable decrease in the
minimum and maximum values of the ranges, which means that the ranges had shifted
towards teeth stability. This enforces the variations in the damping characteristics of the
periodontium according to nation. We conclude that the Periotest is an effective screening
instrument that offers an alternative method of periodontal monitoring. In addition, PTV
periotest values vary according to tooth type, tooth position and nation, and to lower extent
according to sex.

Key words: periotest, functional examination, tooth mobility, Periodontium
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