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O ABSTRACT O

Visually significant PCO is the most common late complication of uncomplicated
cataract surgery. Apart from reducing visual acuity, it may impair contrast sensitivity,
cause difficulties with glare or give rise to monocular diplopia. The signs include Elschnig
pearlsare caused by the proliferation and migration of residual equatorial epithelial cells
along the posterior capsule at the site of apposition between the remnants of the anterior
capsule and the posterior capsule. They impart a vacuolated appearance to the posterior
capsule, best visualized on retroillumination. and Capsular fibrosisdue to fibrous
metaplasia of epithelial cells is less common and usually appears earlier than Elschnig
pearls. Treatment involves the creation of an opening in the posterior capsule, with the Nd:
YAG laser withaccurate focusing and using the minimum energy required, but in spite of
that, we may have many complications like Lens pitting, Cystoid macular edema,
Rhegmatogenous retinal detachment, Intraocular pressure elevation, Posterior 10OL
subluxation or dislocation, Chronic endophthalmitis.

Key words: Nd; Yag Laser, PCO, CME, Elschning’s pearls, Capsular fibrosis, Lens pitting.
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