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O ABSTRACT 0O

Dentinal hypersensitivity (DH) is one of the most important issue facing the clinical
dental practice, due to the continuous troubles experienced by patients. Despite that this
problem was regarded as an enigma, it did not receive enough attention.

The aim of this study is to examine the frequency, prevalence, severity and

distribution of dentinal hypersensitivity in the patients of periodontal specialty clinics
(PSC) through analyzing the subjective estimation and intraoral examination in relation to
the possible causal factors.

Material and Methods. In addition to the traditional periodontal examination,197
patients (average age of 17-65 yrs) referred to the Department of Periodontology were
tested and analyzed. The subjective data was evaluated for DH by means of a
questionnaire and intraoral clinical examinations. Furthermore, gingival recession and
plague scores were recorded.

Results: The results showed that the prevalence of DH was found in 171 patients
(86.8%) and in 130 patients (66%) according to the subjective data and according to the
clinical intraoral examination respectively. The clinical hypersensitivity was coincided
with gingival recession in 82 patients (63%) which lasted for an average of 16.7 months. It
correlates with the oral hygiene and the mean plaque scores of PSC patients was high
(1.98+64). The distribution of DH in tooth types was (in decreasing order) molars,
premolars, canines and incisors.

Conclusion: This study indicates the high percentage frequency of Dentin
Hypersensitivity among our periodontal patients. This indicates that periodontal disease
may increase the occurrence of hypersensitivity.

Keywords: Dentin Hypersensitivity, Periodontal Disease, Gingival recession, Oral
hygiene-prevalence, Etiology.
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